
County-Approved Plant List  (Combined)

BOTANICAL NAME COMMON NAME

      

Plant 

type

CA. 

Native

Water 

Needs

Drought-

Tolerant Height  

       

Growth 

Rate

                  

Ever-

green

Resists 

Fire(1) Ag-buffer

Climate 

Zone OTHER West only

Acorus gramineus 

'Variegatus' 

Acorus sh N lo N 1-2' N all N

Aloe (Varieties) Aloe sh N lo Y 1-18' slow Y * N 8,9,12-24 *A. aristana(F2), A. ciliaris(F2), A. distans(F2), 

A. saponaria(F2); A.arborescens(F2), A. 

bainesii (F2), A. striata(F2), A. variegata (F2), 

A. vera(F2)

N

Amorpha californica Indigo Bush sh Y lo Y 8' N all N

Arctostaphylos (Varieties) Manzanita sh Y lo Y/N 5-20' slow Y * N 4-9,14-24 *A. uva-ursi, A. densiflora, edmundsii, A. 

'Emerald Green', A. nummularia, A. pumila; good 

inland plant

N

Artemisia abrotanum Southerwood/old Man sh N lo Y 3-5' N No N all N

Artemisia absinthium Common Wormwood sh N lo Y 2-4' Y N all N

Artemisia californica California Sagebrush sh Y lo * 1-5' ** No N all *once established; **loses leaves in extreme 

drought; good pioneer plant 

N

Artemisia cana Cana Artemisia sh Y lo Y 1-3' Y N all N

Artemisia douglasiana Mugwort sh Y lo Y   N N

Artemisia frigida Fringed Wormwood sh N lo Y 1' N all good inland plant N

Artemisia pontica Roman Wormwood sh N lo Y 4' N all good inland plant N

Artemisia pycnocephala Sandhill Sage sh Y lo Y 1-2' N all good inland plant N

Artemisia schmidtiana Angel's Hair sh N lo Y 2' F1 N all good inland plant N

Artemisia stellerana Dusty Miller sh N lo Y 2' F2 N all good inland plant N

Artemisia tridentata Big Basin Sage Brush sh N lo Y 1-15' Y No N all aromatic; good inland plant N

Atriplex canescens Four-wing Saltbush sh Y lo Y 3-6' Y F2 N 2 thru 24 tolerant of salt air N

Atriplex hymenelytra Desert Holly sh Y lo Y/N Y F2 N 3,7-14,18,19 tolerant of salt air N

Atriplex spinifera Atriplex Spinifera sh Y lo N F2 N tolerant of salt air N

Baccharis sarothroides Desert Broom sh N lo N 6-7' fast Y N 10 thru 12 N

Baccharis pilularis Coyote Bush sh Y lo Y 3-4' fast Y No 7 thru 11 drought tolerant

Berberis (Varieties) Barberry sh * lo Y/N 1-6' * N 1-11,14-17 *certain species N

Buddleia davidii Common Butterfly Bush sh N lo Y/N fast N N 1-9,12-24 N

Carpenteria californica Carpenteria, Bush 

Anenome

sh Y lo Y 3-6' slow Y F3 N 5-9, 14-24 good with oaks; resists oak root fungus N
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County-Approved Plant List  (Combined)
Ceanothus species: C. griseus, C. 

thyrsiflorus, C. maritimus; plus 

cultivars: C. Joyce Coulter, C. Ray 

Hartman

Ceanothus, Wild Lilac sh Y lo Y Y * 4-7, 14-24 * C. Ray Hartman, C. thyrsiflorus; good with 

oaks; good inland plant

N

Cercocarpus alnifolius Alderleaf Mountain 

Mahogany 

sh Y lo Y/N F3 N N

Cercocarpus betuloides Mountain Ironwood/ 

mahogany 

sh Y lo Y 5-12' Y F3 N 6 thru 24 good with oaks N

Cercocarpus betuloides, var. 

blancheae, 

Hardtack, Mountain 

Mahogany

sh Y lo Y 5-12' Y F3 N 6 thru 24 good with oaks N

Chamelaucium uncinatum Geraldton Waxflower sh N lo Y 6-8' mod Y N 8,9, 12-24 prefers no summer water N

Choisya ternata Mexican Orange sh N lo Y/N 8' fast Y Y 7-9,12-17 N

Cistus (Varieties) Rockrose sh N lo Y 1-5' fast Y * N 7-9,12-23 *C. velosus (F1), C. salviifolius (F2), C. 

purpereus( F2),; erosion control; good inland 

plant

N

Convolvulus cneorum Bush Morning Glory sh N lo N 2-4' fast Y F2 N 7-9,12-24 N

Cowania mexicana Cliff Rose sh Y lo * 4-6' Y N 1-3,10-13 *once established N

Dendromecon (Varieties) Bush Poppy sh Y lo Y/N Y * N 5-8,14-24 *D. harfordii(F3) N

Dryopteris Wood Fern sh N lo Y Y N N

Dryopteris arguta Wood fern sh Y lo Y 2.5' Y F1 N 4-9, 14-24 good with oaks N

Elaeagnus pungens Silverberry sh N lo * 6-15' fast Y N 4 thru 24 *once established; tolerates seashore & wind N

Encelia actoni Desert Encelia sh Y lo Y/N 3-5' F3 N N

Encelia farinosa Desert Encelia/brittle 

Bush 

sh Y lo Y/N 3' Y F3 N tolerates deer N

Ephedra (Varieties) Mormon Tea sh Y lo N 3-5' Y N N

Eriodictyon californica Yerba Santa sh Y lo Y 5' Y No N good for soil stabilization; tolerates deer N

Eriogonum umbellatum var. 

polyanthum

Buckwheat sh Y lo Y Y N All good with oaks; good inland plant N

Eriogonum fasciculatum California Buckwheat

Eriogonum parvifolium Dune Buckwheat

Fallugia paradoxa Apache Plume sh Y lo Y 3-8' Y N 2 thru 23 erosion control N

Galvesia speciosa

Island Bush 

Snapdragon

Garrya fremontii Fremont Silktassel sh Y lo Y 4-8' Y Y 4-9,14-17 good with oaks N

Haworthia (Varieties) Haworthia sh N lo Y Y F2 N 8,9,12-24 succulent N

Helictotrichon sempervirens Blue Oat Grass sh N lo N 2-3' Y N all N

Isomeris arborea 'Globosa' Bladderpod sh Y lo N 4' Y N tolerates deer N

Kniphofia uvaria Red Hot Poker sh N lo Y 2-6' F2 N 1-9,14-24 good inland plant N

Larrea tridentata/divaricata Creosote Bush sh Y lo Y 4-8' slow Y N 10-13,19 N

Lavandula (Varieties) Lavender sh N lo Y/N 1-4' Y N varies good inland plant N
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County-Approved Plant List  (Combined)Leonotis leonurus Lion's Tail sh N lo Y/N 3-6' N 8 thru 24 N

Lepechinia calycina Pitcher Sage sh Y lo Y/N 3-5' Y N tolerates deer N

Lepechinia fragrans Island Pitcher Sage sh Y lo Y/N Y N tolerates deer N

Leptodactylon californicum Prickly Phylox sh Y lo Y 1-3' N N

Leucophyllum frutescens 

'Compactum'  

Texas Ranger sh Y lo Y/N 5-12' slow Y F2 N 7 thru 24 wind resistant N

Mahonia 'Golden Abundance' Golden Abundance 

Mahonia

sh N lo Y 5-6' Y N 1 thru 21 N

Mahonia nevinii Nevin Mahonia sh Y lo Y 3-10' Y N 8 thru 24 resists oak root fungus N

Mahonia pinnata California Holly Grape sh Y lo Y 6' Y F3 N 7-9,14-24 good with oaks; resists oak root fungus N

Malacothamnus (Varieties) Bush Mallow sh Y lo * 1-8' * N *certain species N

Mimulus 

(Varieties/Hybrids) Monkeyflower

Perovskia atriplicifolia Russian Sage sh N lo Y/N 3' F3 N all good inland plant N

Philadelphus lewisii Wild Mock Orange sh Y lo Y Y/N F1 N 1 thru 17 N

Phlomis (Varieties) Jerusalem Sage sh N lo Y/N * N all *remains evergreen in mild winters; resists oak 

root fungus

N

Prunus fasciculata Desert Almond sh Y lo Y/N 3' Y/N N N

Prunus fasciculata v. 

punctata 

Sand Almond sh Y lo Y/N 3' Y/N N N

Prunus virginiana v. demissa Western Chokecherry sh Y lo Y Y/N N 1-3,10 N

Quercus dumosa California Scrub Oak sh Y lo Y 3-10' Y F3 N 4-9,14-24 good inland plant N

Quercus durata Leather Oak sh Y lo Y 3-10' Y N 4-9,14-24 good inland plant N

Rhamnus californica Coffeeberry sh Y lo Y 15-20' Y F3 Y 4 thru 24 good with oaks N

Rhapiolepis 'Majestic Beauty' Majestic Beauty sh N lo Y/N 15' Y F1 Y 4-10,12-24 N

Rhus ovata Sugar Bush sh Y lo Y Y F2 Y 7 thru 24 heat tolerant N

Rhus trilobata Squawbush, Skunkbush sh Y lo Y 3' Y/N N N

Ribes viburnifolium Evergreen currant sh Y lo Y 3' Y 6 thru 10 good under oaks

Romneya coulteri Matilija poppy sh Y lo Y Y F3 N all good with oaks N

Rosa californica California Wild Rose sh Y lo Y Y/N F1 N good with oaks N

Salazaria mexicana Bladder Sage sh Y lo Y 3' N N

Salvia (Varieties)** 

**Excludes S.aethiopis, 

S.superba, & S. virgata(State 

List A & B  - noxious weeds)

Sage sh * lo Y/N Y ** N varies *S. clevelandii & S. leucophylla only; ** S. 

argentea (F2), S. spatheca, S. greggii, S. 

leucantha, S. sonomensis;  S. sonomensis- good 

inland plant; S. mellifera - good pioneer plant 

N
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County-Approved Plant List  (Combined)Sasa (Varieties) Bamboo sh N lo Y 2-50' fast Y N N

Senecio cineraria Dusty Miller sh N lo Y/N 2-2.5' Y F1 N all good inland plant N

Solanum xantii Solanum sh Y lo Y/N 2' Y F3 N 7-9,14-24 N

Sphaeralcea munroana Flame Checkers sh Y lo Y/N 2-3' N N

Stipa  cernua Nodding Stipa sh Y lo Y 2-3' N N

Stipa pulchra Purple Needle Grass sh Y lo Y/N 3' N tolerates deer N

Tagetes lemmonii Copper Canyon Daisy sh N lo Y 3' Y 7 thru 9

Teucrium (Varieties) Bush Germander sh N lo * Y ** N all *once established; **T. chamaedrys (F2), T. 

cossinii majoricum (F2), T. fruticans (F3);  T. 

chamaedrys - good inland plant

N

Vauquelinia californica Arizona Rosewood sh N lo Y/N 5-25' mod Y N 10 thru 13 N

Viburnum burkwoodii Burkwood Viburnum sh N lo Y/N 6-12' * N 1-10,14-24 *in mild climates N

Viburnum opulus European Cranberry 

Bush

sh N lo Y/N 10-20' Y/N N 1-9,14-24 N

Zauschneria californica California wild fuchsia sh Y lo Y Y F3 N 2-10,12-24 good with oaks; good inland plant N

Punica granatum Pomegranate sh/tr N ** Y 20' mod Y/N F2 N 7 thru 24 **Low for non-fruiting varieties; good wildlife 

plant

N

Acacia greggii Catclaw Acacia sh/tr N lo Y 15-45'  Y/N No N needs good drainage; thorns N

Acacia saligna Blue Leaf Wattle sh/tr N lo Y/N 20-30' fast Y No N 8,9,12-24 N

Buddleia alternifolia Fountain Butterfly Bush sh/tr N lo Y 12-20' mod Y/N N All good wildlife plant N

Ceanothus (Varieties) Ceanothus, Wild Lilac sh/tr Y lo Y 1-20' mod to fast Y * N 4-7, 14-24 *C. horizontalis, C"ray hartman", C. thyrsiflorus, 

C. gloriosus, C. griseus horizontalis, C. 

prostratus, C. p. occidentalis; good with oaks; C. 

velutinus good nitrogen-fixer; good inland plant

N

Cercis occidentalis Western redbud sh/tr Y lo Y 10-25' mod to fast Y/N F1, F2 N 2 thru 24 resistant to oak root fungus; good with oaks; 

good wildlife plant; good inland plant

N

Cercocarpus ledifolius Curl-leaf Mountain 

Mahogany 

sh/tr Y lo Y 5-20' mod Y F3 N all good nitrogen-fixer N

Cercocarpus minutiflorus San  Diego Mountain 

Mahogany

sh/tr Y lo Y 8-12' fast Y F3 N N

Chilopsis linearis Desert Willow sh/tr Y lo Y 25' mod to fast Y/N N 11-13,18-21 N

Comarostaphylis diversifolia Summer Holly sh/tr Y lo Y/N 6-20' mod Y F3 N 7-9,14-24 needs good drainage N
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County-Approved Plant List  (Combined)Dodonaea viscosa  Hop Bush sh/tr N lo * 12-20' mod to fast Y No N 7-9,12-24 *once established; tolerates ocean winds; 

tolerates most conditions; needs good drainage

N

Feijoa sellowiana Pineapple Guava sh/tr N lo Y 18-25' mod Y F1 N 7-9,12-24 good wildlife plant N

Fraxinus dipetala Foothill Ash sh/tr Y lo Y 6-20' mod to fast N F1, F2 N 7 thru 24 good wildlife plant N

Fremontodendron (Varieties, 

also Fremontia) 

Flannel Bush sh/tr Y lo Y 6-25' fast Y F3 N 7 thru 24 good wildlife plant N

Fremontodendron californicum 

mexicanum and cultivars, 

Fremontia,  “ California 

Glory” , Pacific sunset”

Flannel bush sh/tr Y lo Y 6-20' fast Y F3 N 7 thru 24 good wildlife plant N

Garrya elliptica Coast silk-tassel bush sh/tr Y lo Y 4-30' mod Y Y 5-9, 14-21 good with oaks; best near coast; tolerate deer; 

good wildlife plant

N

Heteromeles arbutifolia Toyon, Christmas berry sh/tr Y lo Y 6-25' slow to 

mod
Y F3 Y 5 thru 24 good with oaks N

Juniperus (Varieties) Juniper sh/tr * lo Y 6"-60' Y No N all * several native species; good inland plant N

Lagerstroemia indica Crape Myrtle sh/tr N lo Y 6-30' mod N F1 N all good inland plant N

Laurus nobilis Sweet Bay, Grecian 

Laurel

sh/tr N lo Y/N 12-40' slow to 

mod
Y F3 N 5-9,12-24 good inland plant N

Prunus caroliniana Carolina Laurel Cherry sh/tr N lo * 20-40' fast Y F3 Y 7 thru 24 *once established N

Prunus ilicifolia Holly-leaf Cherry sh/tr Y lo Y 20-30' mod Y F3 Y 7-9,12-24 resistant to oak root fungus; good with oaks; 

good wildlife plant

N

Prunus lusitanica Portugal Laurel sh/tr N lo Y 10-35' mod Y N 4-9,14-24 wind resistant N

Prunus lyonii Catalina Cherry sh/tr Y lo Y 25-35' mod Y F3 Y 7-9,12-24 resistant to oak root fungus N

Rhamnus crocea ilicifolia Hollyleaf Redberry sh/tr Y lo Y 3-20' slow to 

mod
Y F3 N 7-16,18-21 good wildlife plant; toxic berries N

Vitex agnus-castus Chaste Tree sh/tr N lo Y/N 6-25' slow* N N 4 thru 24 *in cold climates (fast in warm); resistant to oak 

root fungus; durable

N

Yucca (Varieties) Yucca sh/tr Y lo * 1-25' slow Y ** N varies * once established; **Y. whipplei, (F2), Y. 

aloifolia(F2), Y. brevifolia (F2), Y. elata (F2), Y. 

elephantipes (F2), Y. gloriosa, (F2), Y. 

recurvifolia (F2),

N

Abies pinsapo Spanish Fir tr N lo Y/N 25-50' very slow Y No N 5-11, 14-24 good wildlife plant N

Acacia baileyana Bailey Acacia tr N lo * 20-30' fast Y No N 7-9,13-24 * somewhat once established; needs good 

drainage; fragrant flowers; good inland plant

N

Acacia dealbata Silver Wattle tr N lo Y/N 50' fast Y No N 8,9,14-24 N

Acacia longifolia Sydney Golden Wattle tr N lo Y 20' fast Y No N 8,9,14-24 needs good drainage; resistant to oak root fungus N

Acacia melanoxylon Blackwood Acacia tr N lo Y 40-50' fast Y No N 8,9,13-24 needs good drainage; aggressive roots N
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County-Approved Plant List  (Combined)Acacia subporosa/a. 

(cognata) 

Bower Wattle tr N lo Y/N 20-35' mod Y No N 8,9,13-24 N

Adenostema sparsifolium Red Shanks, 

Ribbonwood 

tr Y lo Y/N 5-15' Y No N N

Araucaria araucana Monkey Puzzle Tree tr N lo Y/N 70-90' slow Y N 4-9,14-24 need good drainage N

Araucaria bidwilii Bunya-bunya tr N lo Y/N 80' mod Y N 7-9,12-24 need good drainage N

Arbutus menziesii Madrone tr Y lo Y 20-100' mod Y F3 N 3-7,14-19 oak root fungus resistant; needs good drainage; 

good inland plant

N

Arbutus unedo Strawberry Tree tr N lo * 8-35' slow Y F2 Y 4 thru 24 *once established, bears fruit; oak root fungus 

resistant; frost damage in Zone 7

N

Calocedrus decurrens Incense Cedar tr Y lo * 75-90' ** Y F3 Y 1-12,14-24 *once established; **slow at first - once 

established - 2' per year; good inland plant

N

Catalpa speciosa Western Catalpa tr N lo Y/N 40-70' mod to fast N N All tolerant of most conditions; good wildlife plant N

Cupressus baxeri Modoc Cypress tr Y lo * 50' slow Y No N *once established N

Cupressus forbesii Tecate Cypress tr Y lo * 20-25' fast Y No N 8-14,18-20 *once established; good wildlife plant; good 

inland plant

N

Cupressus macnabiana Mcnab Cypress tr Y lo * 20' ** Y No N *once established; ** fast to 12' then slow; good 

wildlife plant

N

Cupressus nevadensis Piute Cypress tr Y lo * 20-30' ** Y No N *once established; ** fast to 20' then slow to 30' N

Eriobotrya japonica Loquat tr N lo * 15-35' fast Y N 4 thru 24 *once established; good inland plant N

Juglans hindsii California Black Walnut tr Y lo Y 30-65' mod N N 5,9,14-20 oak root fungus resistant; prone to aphids; good 

wildlife plant; good inland plant

N

Koelreuteria paniculata Goldenrain Tree tr N lo Y 20-35' slow to 

mod
N N 2 thru 21 wind resistant N

Libocedrus (Calocedrus) 

decurren   

Incense Cedar tr Y lo * 75-90' slow to 

mod
Y F3 Y 1-12,14-24 *once established; oak root fungus resistant N

Lithocarpus densiflorus Tanbark Oak tr Y lo * 60-90' mod Y No N 4-7,14-24 *once established; good wildlife plant; good 

inland plant

N

Lyonothamnus floribundus 

ssp. asplenifolius

Fern-Leaved Catalina 

Ironwood tr Y lo Y 25-35' mod Y
Beautiful heads of white flowers; interesting 

peeling bark.

Pinus (Non-native Varieties) Pine tr N lo Y/N 20-200' slow to fast Y No N varies N

Pinus attenuta ,  P. coulteri, 

P. monophylla, P. muricata, 

P. radiata*, P. sabiniana,

Knob Cone, Big Cone 

(Coulter), One-leaf 

Pinon, Bishop, Monterey, 

tr Y lo Y/N 40-70' slow to fast Y No N *P. radiata does poorly away from coast; . P. 

coulteri & P. sabiniana - good inland plants

N

Pistacia chinensis Chinese Pistache tr N lo Y/N 60' mod N F2 N 4-16,18-23 little grown in Zone 7; resists oak root fungus; 

needs good drainage; good inland plant

N

Pistacia vera Pistachio tr N lo * 30' mod N N 7-

12,14,15,18-

21

*once established; needs good drainage N
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County-Approved Plant List  (Combined)Populus fremontii 'Mojave 

Hybrid' 

Mojave Hybrid 

Cottonwood 

tr Y lo Y/N 40-60' fast N F3 N 7 thru 24 invasive roots; good wildlife plant; good inland 

plant

N

Prunus ilicifolia Holly-leaf Cherry tr Y lo N 15' mod Y to 9 attracts many varieties of birds

Pseudotsuga macrocarpa Bigcone Spruce tr Y lo Y 40-65' mod Y No N 1-3,10,11, 

18,19

N

Quercus agrifolia Coast Live Oak tr Y lo Y 20-70' mod Y F3 Y 7-10,12,14-

24

good wildlife plant; good inland plant N

Quercus berberidifolia Scrub Oak sh Y lo Y ~10' lo Y

Quercus chrysolepis Canyon Live Oak tr Y lo Y 20-65' mod Y Y 5-9,14-24 good wildlife plant; good inland plant N

Quercus douglasii Blue Oak tr Y lo Y 50' slow N F3 N all good wildlife plant; good inland plant N

Quercus dunnii Palmer Oak tr Y lo Y/N 15-20' Y N good inland plant N

Quercus ilex Holly Oak tr N lo Y 40-70' mod Y N 4 thru 24 tolerates wind & salt air; good wildlife plant; 

good inland plant

N

Quercus lobata Valley Oak tr Y lo Y 70+' mod to fast N F3 N 1-3.6-16,18-

21

good wildlife plant; good inland plant N

Quercus MacDonaldii 

(hybrid)

MacDonald Oak tr Y lo Y N N good inland plant N

Quercus morehus(hybrid) Oracle tr Y lo Y N N good inland plant N

Quercus suber Cork Oak tr N lo Y 70-100' mod to fast Y F3 N 5-16,18-23 good wildlife plant; good inland plant N

Quercus virginiana Southern Live Oak tr N lo Y 50-60' mod to fast * N 4 thru 24 *could drop leaves in Zone 7; good wildlife plant N

Quercus wislizenii Interior Live Oak tr Y lo Y 30-75' slow to 

mod
Y Y 7-9,14-16, 18-

21

good wildlife plant; good inland plant N

Torreya californica California Nutmeg tr Y lo N 15-50' slow Y N 7-9,14-24 sharp foliage N

Cupressus glabra Smooth Arizona Cypress tr N lo * 40' fast Y No Y 5, 8 thru 24 *once established; wind resistant; good wildlife 

plant; good inland plant

Y

Quercus garryana Garry Oak, Oregon 

Whiteoak

tr Y lo Y/N 40-90' slow to 

mod
N N 4-6,15-17 good wildlife plant; good inland plant Y

Carya illinoenisis Pecan tr N lo* N 70' mod N N 4-9,12-16, 18-

23

*once established; resists oak root fungus; 

produces edible nuts; needs well-drained, deep 

soils; good wildlife plant

N

(1)  No = Not favorable; 

Blank-= no info or nuetral 

position;  F1 = Favorable, 

assuming higher maintance 

and watering  and within 30' 

of house, F2 = Favorable - 

most fire retardant plants, 
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County-Approved Plant List  (Combined)

Disclaimer

Y/N=Varies

Sources:  Sunset Western Garden Book; 

California  Forest Stewardship Program 

website; Las Pilitas Nursery website; California 

Invasive Plant Council-Invasive Plant Inventory 

(April, 2005 query); USDA/CA Dept. of Food & 

Agriculture, 2003, California state-

No warranties or guarantees as to the accuracy of 

the data and information derived from this 

spreadsheet are expressed or implied. The County 

of San Luis Obispo shall not be responsible for any 

loss of profit, indirect, incidental, special, or 

consequenti
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